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So this is it. Time to say goodbye to Ottawa, though in my heart, we never say
goodbye. If | ever think about this little town, | would smile and feel like I’ m part of it,
local. Just like there was a time when Will left for Barrie and he said he would miss O
town a lot and | welcomed him back any time, saying | acted as if | was local. To me,
it” s partof the life, French, housewives life, or read like an Asian in the library but fall
asleep before 20 minutes of reading. Third home on this planet and here | am, coming

home. Home is where the heartis and vice versa.
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Turin, Where
You Can Learn
More Than Imagine
TR far
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One year passes by, | stillremember the scene when | first arrived in Turin
and found that everything was so fresh and amazing but also much
challenging and tough. There are too many things that | would like to write

down but I have to focus on some key points in the following part.

As you know, the mother tongue in Italy is Italian without any doubt and
most people are not so good at English, which became our first challenge.
And to be honest, even if they could say fluent English, the communication
was still hard considering our level of English. But no matter how difficult it
was, we had to keep trying and trying to ask people, to talk to them and to
know how to finish necessary procedures of many aspects, such as living

permission, courses choosing and so on. Here | really want to say thank
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you to Dafen, an Italian girl who really helped us a lot.

After finishing all those procedures, our new term began and all courses were taught
in English which was definitely a big challenge to us as well as a good chance to
improve our English, especially in listening and speaking. At the beginning of the
term, | felt so upset and stressful cause | just could understand part of the course.
But | did not just give up this way so after | was almost in this condition for 20 days, |

could understand more and more which definitely inspired me a lot .

In our new class, we met students from different countries, such as France,
Portugal, Netherlands and they were all friendly and nice. In the same time, we were
lucky to have courses taught by professors who were invited from famous
universities all over the world, like America, Canada. We also got some lectures by
the representative from EU and the manager from a famous bank in Italy which we
could learn things more practical. Combined these above, it had an big impact on my
mind, an improving understandings of our major, a deep learning of our

communication and also a broaden international views of our world.

Compared to Lanzhou University, University of Turin applies a totally different
courses system. There is only one course of each grade in a period of time and you
are supposed to take the next courses after you finish the previous ones, so it
became very important for us to arrange time and choose courses reasonably to
make sure when we finishing one or two courses, we could have a long holiday, like
one week, to travel. In my view, it is definitely the best way to experience European
Culture and enjoy fabulous sights by yourself. | has traveled 13 countries and they
were ltaly, Vatican, France, Germany, Swiss, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Netherlands,
Austria, The Czech Republic, Hungary, Liechtenstein, respectively. In this Journey,
we visited as many famous spots as we could, like the Leaning Tower in Pisa, Louvre,
Arc de Triomphe and Colosseum of Rome, which we have known them from books
since we were very little. But when we really saw them, the feeling were incredibly
amazing and what’ s more, | did not just learn better about these attractions but also
dig deeper the culture of these countries in numerous aspects, from food to wine,

from city to country, which was really fascinating experience.
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Inthe end, | would like to say that in this exchange program, | have experienced more
than | just mentioned before, and there was one of the most important thing | has
learned is to be independent and strong .No matter what difficulty you are facing and

how hard it was, do not fear, do notrely on anyone and try your best to solve it.

Finally, for students who are going or planning to University of Turin, you can learn

things more than imagine there and wish you all luck!
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Report on Lanzhou University
Exchange Term

ANDREA NICOSIA - UNIVERSITY OF TURIN = ITALY
February 2012 - June 2012

| arrived at Lanzhou on February 15, 2012 knowing nothing but | would have to study
for one semester in a country completely different from mine and wishing to deepen
my knowledge of one of the fastest—growing market in the world. It came out that |

had a unique and unforgettable life and studying experience.

| was warmly welcomed since my arrival to the airport. Saikon, the Chinese student
who contacted me to provide me with some preliminary information when | was still in
Italy, was waiting at the gate. His help during the first days was invaluable: he
accompanied me in all the procedures | needed to fulfill after the arrival and he
brought me around to show me the campus, the dormitory and the classroom
building. | would not have been able to do that by myself, so his support has been

fundamental.

| have been to Lanzhou University as an exchange student in the IMBA program. |
found it incredibly interesting especially for its international Faculty: all the

Professors came from foreign Universities (US, Germany, NZ, etc.), so thatthe

13/ VIEW THE WORLD/ ( 8B%45%) B0
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learning experience was not limited to the subjects studied,
but it included the possibility to get in touch with different
mindsets and ways of teaching. All the teachers were very
helpful and understanding, as well as my classmates. | was
the only non—Chinese speaker in class, so sometimes | had
difficulties because many oral communication and emails
between classmates were exchanged in Chinese language,
but I’ ve always found someone ready to give me a hand
providing me all the information | needed. One weakness of
the Program, in my opinion, is the lack of information available
before the arrival at Lanzhou. Very often, for an exchange
student, it is useful to get the exact Courses’ Programs and
Time Schedule some months in advance, in order to plan
his/her study path. Once at Lanzhou University, everything
becomes clear and very detailed, but | believe it would be
better to provide more information on specific IMBA courses

(rather thanjust their names) in advance.

Another great opportunity that Lanzhou University gave me
was to get in touch with Chinese language. They provided me
a very kind Chinese teacher, Kelly, with whom | met three
times a week to learn some basic Chinese. She has always
been very helpful and ready to change our schedule as per the

students’ exigencies.

Campus life at Lanzhou is simply great, especially for those

who like sports (any kind of sports). The campus | lived in has
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all kind of sports fields: football, basketball, volleyball, tennis and so forth. | spent
many hours playing football with my new friends coming from different countries, and
| felt enthusiastic every time | stopped in the middle of the ground and | realized which
great multicultural experience | was having. As to the dormitory, | felt very
comfortable in there, too. The rooms are a bit small and there is no kitchen, but you
have the possibility to make friend with a lot of young people from all over the world.
The only two issues are hot water and internet connection. The first one is available
only in the evening (usually 6pm-9pm), while internet connection is very slow.
Anyway Skype works well, so that you can use your laptop to keep in touch with your

family and friends abroad.

Speaking about the city, in Lanzhou you can find almost everything you need, and
more: almost everything you need is very close to the main Campus. There are well-
stocked shops inside it, as well as a big supermarket just in front of the main gate.
The city is also plenty of delicious Chinese restaurants, and you can find some

(though non many) “western—style” nightclub and bars.

To sum up, | really enjoyed my staying in Lanzhou, both for the really high—profile

learning experience provided, and for the many opportunities offered by the campus

during the leisure time.
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Kopbayer Sanzhar:
Nice place, nice people
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For me this year was the best in my life, | made a lot of friends. |
saw the old and new cities in China, and most importantly learned
the history of China. Chinese are very good—natured people, they

always helped me and my friends with our problems.
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Maillet Timotheé:
Interesting
Chinese Language Courses

ERETCKARFIEZE/2011FE-98-1HE2012F-7B-15HE=XZn

Concerning the classes, the teachers were really good.
Every one of them was kind and ready to help. It was a
real pleasure to study in this university. The program is
quite intensive but really interesting, and teaching of a
lot of different aspects of the Chinese language and
culture. We have learned a lot but also with a fear that we

will forget a lot after we leave here.
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